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GEORGIA DOME COMMEMORATIVE COVERAGE 


FROM DOME TO DUST 


Two sections of the Falcons’ 
former home defy the dynamite. 


ByTimTucker 
ttucker@ajc.com 


The Georgia Dome didn’t go 
down without a fight. 

When the dust and smoke 
cleared from Monday morning’s 
implosion, two sections of the 
25-year-old building were still 
standing, defying the dynamite. 

“I think she might have been 
a little sturdier than what they 
gave her credit for,” said Carl 
Adkins, the Dome’s former gen- 
eral manager. 

He smiled slightly, seemingly 
proud one last time of a build- 
ing that hosted Super Bowls, 
Final Fours, the Olympics, 256 
Falcons games and many other 


marquee events from 1992 until 
early this year. 

“It served the city and state 
well in its day,” Dan Graveline, 
the former executive director 
of the Georgia World Congress 
Center Authority, said moments 
before the implosion. “It helped 
Atlanta reach the pinnacle of the 
sports world.” 

Other than the two portions 
that stubbornly refused to fall — 
a long wall on the east end and 
a ramp structure on the north- 
west corner — the Georgia Dome 
succumbed in about 12 seconds 
to 4,800 pounds of explosives. 

The roof collapsed first, and 
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The Georgia Dome comes crumbling down ina ball of dust on Monday morning. CURTIS COMPTON PHOTOS / CCOMPTON@AIC.COM 
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Visit our website for video and more photos of Monday’simplosion 
as well as a look back at the 25-year history of the Georgia Dome. 


ALSOINSIDE 


» What's planned for the site where the Dome stood? A4 
» More photos from the Georgia Dome implosion, A6-7 


surviving sections will be knocked down by mechanical means. 


CONFEDERATE SYMBOLS 


Panel: Remove some Confederate street names in Atlanta 


Reed announcement 
expected soon; plan 
faces some hurdles. 


By Rosalind Bentley 
rbentley@aje.com 


Atlanta streets named for some 
of the Confederacy’s most recog- 
nizable generals and leaders will 
likely be renamed in the com- 
ing weeks, Mayor Kasim Reed is 
expected to announce as early 
as today. 

What names might replace them 


is unclear, as are plans for other 
streets, monuments and mark- 
ers named for rebels, accord- 
ing to a new report by a select 
committee studying the issue. 
The committee, appointed by 
Reed and the City Council ear- 
lier this year, was charged with 
devising a plan to address one of 
the most contentious issues fac- 
ing cities and states today: what 
to do about Confederate iconog- 
raphy at a time of racial discord 
across the nation. 

Atlanta’s committee of 11 
appointees held public hearings 


through October to help decide 
the fate of dozens of streets and 
about a half dozen monuments 
and markers across the city. In a 
report given to Reed late last week, 
the committee recommended: 
m The immediate renaming of 
“Confederate Avenue, East Con- 
federate Avenue, and any street 
named after Nathan Bedford For- 
rest, John B. Gordon, Robert E. 
Lee, Stephen Dill Lee or Howell 
Cobb. The aforementioned were 
significant Confederate military 
leaders and actively involved in 
white supremacist activities after 


the war, making them undeserv- 
ing of the honor ofa street name 
in Atlanta.” 

m The city remove the Peace 
Monuments in Piedmont Park 
and at Peachtree Battle near 
Peachtree Road because they 
represent, “Lost Cause mythoi- 
ogy” and ignore the experience 
of enslaved African-Americans. 
Both should be put in city storage. 

m The Confederate Obelisk and 
Lion of the Confederacy mon- 
uments in Oakland Cemetery 
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ANTITRUST BATTLE 


U.S. sues 


to block 
AT&T 
merger 


Proposed $85 million 
deal for Time Warner 
raises concerns. 


ByTali Arbel 
Associated Press 


NEWYORK — The Justice Depart- 
mentis suing AT&T to stop its $85 
billion purchase of Time Warner, 
setting the stage for an epic legal 
battle with the telecom giant. 

The government claims that 
consumer cable bills will rise if 
the merger goes through, say- 
ing the deal would “substantially 
lessen competition, resulting in 
higher prices and less innova- 
tion for millions of Americans.” 
AT&T would be able charge rival 
distributors such as cable com- 
panies “hundreds of millions of 
dollars more per year” for Time 
Warner's networks, the Depart- 
ment of Justice charged ina press 
release. 
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AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 


Changes to 
subsidies 
scramble 
premiums 


While some get bigger 
subsidies, others get 
stuck with bigger bills. 


By Ariel Hart 
ahart@ajc.com 


Tyrone Jenkins sat in his insur- 
ance agent’s office on Friday, 
relieved about his health insur- 
ance. After all the upheaveal 
and news over skyrocketing 
Obamacare premiums, Jenkins 
will actually see his coverage 
costs plummet next year. He'll 
pay less than half in 2018 what he 
did in 2017 for similar coverage. 

How can this be? 

Jenkins doesn't like the answer. 
‘Thanks to decisions made in Wash- 
ington in recent months, it's pos- 
sible because a new and costly 


Health care continued on A8 
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